
 
 

AMERICAN HISTORICAL MYSTERIES 
 

Crime is not a modern invention, as proved by these sleuths who take you back to the 
America of an earlier time, from the original colonies to the mid-twentieth century. 

 
Author Sleuth 

Harold Adams Carl Wilcox, Depression era sign-painter in South Dakota 
Mary Jo Adamson Michael Merrick, 1840s Boston newspaperman 
Jill Churchill Lily and Robert Brewster, sister and brother inn owners in 1930s 

upstate New York 
Max Allan Collins, Jr.  Nate Heller, 1930s ex-cop turned Chicago private eye 
Jeanne M. Dams Hilda Johansson, turn-of-the-century Swedish housemaid in South 

Bend, Indiana 
Dianne Day Fremont Jones, typewriting-business owner in 1900s San Francisco 
David Fulmer Valentin St. Cyr, early 20th century creole detective in New Orleans 
Oakley Hall Ambrose Bierce, 1870s San Francisco newspaperman 
Barbara Hambly Benjamin January, a Paris-trained Creole surgeon in 1830s New 

Orleans 
Peter J. Heck Mark Twain and Wentworth Cabot, his secretary 
Stuart M. Kaminsky Toby Peters, 1940s Hollywood private investigator 
Mary Kruger Brooke Cassidy, 1890s Newport, Rhode Island debutante, and 

detective Matt Devlin, who becomes her husband 
Margaret Lawrence Hannah Trevor, midwife and Revolutionary War widow (FICTION) 
Stephen Lewis Catherine Williams, Colonial times midwife 
Ann McMillan Narcissa Powers, young widow, and Judah Daniel, a freedwoman 

and herbalist in Civil War Virginia 
Mardi Oakley Medawar Tay-bodal, Kiowa healer in 1860s Oklahoma 
Annette Meyers Olivia Brown, 1920s Greenwich Village poet and private 

investigator 
Maan Meyers The Tonnemans, New Amsterdam family 
Brent Monahan John Le Brun, 1890’s southern gentleman and Georgia sheriff 

(FICTION) 
Miriam Grace Monfredo Glynis Tryon, librarian and suffragette in 1860s Seneca Falls, New 

York 
Owen Parry Captain Abel Jones, Welsh immigrant reluctantly drawn into the 

Civil War (FICTION) 
Eliot Pattison 
 

Duncan McCallum, an exiled Scottish chieftain in Colonial  
America 

Elliott Roosevelt Eleanor Roosevelt, 1930 & ‘40s First Lady 
Troy Soos Mickey Rawlings, much-traded 1910s baseball second baseman 
Victoria Thompson Sarah Brandt, turn-of-the-century midwife in the tenements of New 

York City 
Deborah Woodworth Rose Callahan, Shaker sister in 1930s North Homage, Kentucky 
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