
Animal Mysteries  
 

While Lilian Jackson Braun pens perhaps the best 
known series starring pets as sleuths, many other 
mystery writers feature animals prominently in their 
books.   Look for these authors in the Mystery section, 
and ask at the desk for series chronologies. 
 

Cats on the Prowl 
 

Lydia Adamson   Alice Nestleton, actress,  
    cat-sitter and amateur sleuth 
 
Garrison Allen  Penelope Warren, ex-marine  

mystery bookstore owner, 
and Mycroft, the cat 

 

Marian Babson “Babson’s Cats” – no 
continuing series characters, 
but cats always at center 
stage of the mystery 

 

Lilian Jackson Braun Jim Qwilleran, sleuthing 
newspaper columnist, and 
his Siamese cats, Koko and 
Yum Yum 

 

Rita Mae Brown  Mary Minor Haristeen, small 
town postmistress, and Mrs. 
Murphy, her cat 

 

Carole Nelson Douglas  Midnight Louie, jet black 
tomcat, who tells his side of 
the story 

 

Shirley Rousseau   Joe Grey, talking tomcat  
   Murphy   and his fellow feline sleuths 
 
 

Dogs on the Scent  
 
Laurien Berenson  Melanie Travis, Connecticut   

Special Education teacher 
and dog lover 

 
Susan Conant Holly Winter, writer for 

Dog’s Life Magazine 
 
Gerald Hammond  John Cunningham, Scottish  
    war  hero and hunting dog 
    trainer 
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Sue Henry   Alex Jensen, Alaska state  
    trooper and sled dog racer 
 
Virginia Lanier  Jo Beth Sidden, search and 
    rescue bloodhound trainer 
 
Laura Lippman  Tess Monaghan, journalist  
    turned private investigator, 
    and her greyhound, Esskay 
 
Horse Sense 
 
Jon Breen   Jerry Brogran, track   
    announcer at Surfside 
    Meadows 
 
Stephen Dobyns  Charlie Bradshaw, ex-cop, 
    ex-stable security guard 
    turned detective 
 
Dick Francis  Kit Fielding, jockey 
 
Dick Francis  Sid Halley, injured  
    steeplechase jockey turned 
    private investigator 
 
Bill Shoemaker  Coley Killebrew, ex-jockey 
 
A Menagerie of Animal Sleuths 
 
Barbara Block  Robin Light, pet store  
    Owner 
 

Clement Blaize  Dixie Hemingway, pet-sitter 
 
Jessica Speart  Rachel Porter, ex-actress,  
    Fish and Wildlife Service 
    Agent 
 
Look for these titles in the Story Collection section 
 
Cat Crimes: Masters of Mystery Present a Collection 
of New Cat Tales 
 
Midnight Louie’s Pet Detectives 
 
 
 

Ridgefield Library               April 2008  
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