The Deep End of the Ocean
Jacquelyn Mitchard

Mother deals with son’s disappearance

Song of Solomon

Toni Morrison
African-American man discovers
family’s secret obsessions

The Book of Ruth

Jane Hamilton
Unconventional family where acrimony
and sometimes tenderness rule

She’s Come Undone
Wally Lamb

Dolores Price overcomes divorce,
madness, rape, and disease

Stones from the River
Ursula Hegi

Dwarf librarian chronicles German life
from World War II to 1950s

The Rapture of Canaan
Sheri Reynolds

Coming-of-age in South Carolina fundamentalist

community

The Heart of a Woman

Maya Angelou
(Biography)
Chronicles the author’s beginnings as
a writer and activist in New York

Songs in Ordinary Time
Mary McGarry Morris

Small-town single mom meets con man

A Lesson Before Dying

Ernest J. Gaines
Black teacher in 1940s Louisiana
offers lessons about manhood

Ellen Foster

Kaye Gibbons

Girl from troubled family finds
peace in foster home

A Virtuous Woman
Kaye Gibbons

Daughter of gentry and tenant farmer

Paradise

Toni Morrison
All-black Oklahoma town from
the Civil War to the 1970s

Here on Earth
Alice Hoffman

Married woman returning to her hometown
is reunited with her first love

Black and Blue

Anna Quindlen
Battered wife seeks new life

Breath, Eyes, Memory
Edwige Danticat

Twelve year-old Haitian girl tries to
adjust to life in New York City

I Know This Much Is True
Wally Lamb

Forty-year old housepainter deals with
his schizophrenic twin brother

What Looks Like Crazy on
an Ordinary Day
Pearl Cleage

Successful woman with HIV returns to her sleepy North
Michigan hometown

Midwives
Chris Bohjalian
Midwife is charged with manslaughter after performing
emergency Caesarian

Where the Heart Is
Billie Letts

Teenage mother transforms her life

Jewel

Bret Lott
Backwoods Mississippi family deals
with Down’s syndrome child

The Reader
Bernhard Schlink

German boy has affair with older
woman with shady wartime past

The Pilot’s Wife

Anita Shreve
Widow confronts her dead
husband’s double life

White Oleander
Janet Fitch

Single mother murders her lover and
her child is sent to foster care

Mother of Pearl

Melinda Haynes
Challenges of life in 1956 Mississippi

Tara Road
Maeve Binchy

An Irish and an American woman
switch homes for the summer

River, Cross My Heart

Breena Clarke
Girl haunted by her sister’s drowning

Vinegar Hill
A. Manette Ansay

A woman tries to free herself from Wisconsin small-town
life

A Map of the World

Jane Hamilton
Farm woman is accused of child abuse

Gap Creek
Robert Morgan

Married teenage couple cope
with tragedy

Daughter of Fortune
Isabel Allende

Family conflict, love, and adventure
in 1840s Chile and California

Back Roads
Tawni O’Dell
Teenage boy raises his siblings after his mother
murders his abusive father

The Bluest Eye

Toni Morrison
Enter the world of an eleven-year-old
black girl

While I Was Gone
Sue Miller

A woman’s past intrudes on her
almost perfect present

The Poisonwood Bible

Barbara Kingsolver
Missionary family in the Belgian Congo



Open House
Elizabeth Berg

Woman deals with divorce

Drowning Ruth
Christina Schwarz
A young woman uncovers family secrets

House of Sand and Fog
Andre Dubus III

The American Dream gone wrong for a troubled woman
and an Iranian exile

We Were the Mulvaneys

Joyce Carol Oates
A family is torn apart by the
rape of a daughter

Icy Sparks
Gwyn Hyman Rubio
Coming-of-age story of child
with Tourette’s syndrome

Stolen Lives
Malika Oufkir
“Twenty years in a desert jail”
Non-fiction 365.45

Cane River
Lalita Tademy

Four generations of slave women
on a Louisiana plantation

The Corrections

Jonathan Franzen
Woman struggles with husband’s
Parkinson’s disease and grown children’s problem-ridden
lives

A Fine Balance
Rohinton Mistry

Strangers brought together by a state of emergency in an
Indian city in 1975

Fall on Your Knees
Ann-Marie MacDonald

Four sisters on Cape Breton Island

Sula

Toni Morrison
Two black women from an Ohio town
follow paths which lead them apart
and, ultimately, back together

A Million Little Pieces

James Frey
A memoir of battling back from drug
and alcohol addiction.
362.2909 Frey

The Measure of a Man: A Spiritual
Autobiography
Sidney Poitier
An American icon looks back on his life and career and

uses his personal values to take his own measure.
Biography

The Road
Cormac McCarthy

In a futuristic, post-apocalyptic world, a father and his
young son struggle to survive and preserve the last
remnants of their own humanity.

Middlesex
Jeffrey Eugenides
This coming-of-age story of a Greek-American
hermaphrodite is filled with memorable characters and
spans three generations and two continents.

Love in the Time of Cholera

Gabriel Garcia Mdrquez
A turn-of-the century love triangle in the author’s
evocative style.

The Pillars of the Earth
Ken Follett
In this sweeping epic of the Middle Ages, a prior, a
master builder, and a community struggle to build a
Gothic cathedral.

A New Earth: Awakening to Your Life’s
Purpose
Eckhart Tolle
Explains how to rise above our own egos and create a

saner, more loving world.
291.44

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle
David Wroblewski
In a story with allusions to Hamlet, Edgar Sawtelle, born
mute, has a special ability to communicate not only with
people but with dogs.

Say You’re One of Them
Akpan Uwem
Set in Nigeria, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Kenya and Benin, these
five stories show the perilous lives of young people
throughout Africa.

Ask at the Fiction Room Desk
about Large Print and audio
versions of many of these titles.

Ask also for a list of read-alikes for many

of these books, selected by librarians
based on similarities in theme or style.
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